HALO BALLET

(BipoLAR Di1sORDER NOS)

for Piano, Nord Electro, Percussion,
and Harp or Electric Guitar
with optional Electric Bass

AARON (GERVAIS






HALO BALLET

(BipoLAR Di1sORDER NOS)

for Piano, Nord Electro, Percussion,
and Harp or Electric Guitar
with optional Electric Bass

AARON (GERVAIS

for Gregory Oh and Julia Aplin
commissioned by Toca Loca

Premiére performance:
Toca Loca & Julia Aplin
X-AVANT Festival

The Music Gallery
Toronto, Canada

24 October 2010

CC-by-sa 2010-2011, Aaron Gervais (SOCAN).

www.aarongervais.com | www.musiccentre.ca



About the Piece

Credit for the idea of a Halo ballet goes to Gregory Oh, who commissioned the piece and arranged for
me to work with choreographer Julia Aplin. To complement the unusual dance environment of the piece,
I chose an unusual musical environment that is equally a hybrid of instrumental traditions, both classical
and rock. The material of the piece develops a single harmonic and melodic progression, which moves
from extremely slow and legato to extremely fast and frenetic. Through this diverse vocabulary, I hope to
give the choreographer a range of expressions to work with, allowing her to demonstrate the full potential
of the robotic Halo characters to function as dancers.

Instrumentation

« Piano

« Nord Electro, or other keyboard with both B3 Organ and Rhodes sounds
«  Percussion (drum set, glockenspiel)

«  Harp or Electric Guitar (drop D tuning), but not both

«  Optional Electric Bass Guitar (drop D tuning)

Choreography
The piece is to be choreographed to a group of video-gamers “dancing” within the Halo game environ-
ment. Each player performs via a laptop, networked together. The result is projected onto a screen for the

audience to see. Both the music and the “dancing” are to be performed live; neither is pre-recorded.

Drum Key

[ X x

X

HiHat Bass Floor Snare Cross Jam  Ride HiHat HiHat Crash Cym  Crash
Foot Drum Tom Drum Stick Block Cym. Stick Open Cym.1 Bell Cym.2



PLAY EITHER HARP OR
GUITAR BUT NOT BOTH
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