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Programme Note

Jackhammer Lullaby is an arrangement of Community-Normed, which was commissioned by the Continuum Ensemble in Toronto in 2008. 
I’ve become increasingly interested in presenting pieces in multiple versions and combinations. Jackhammer Lullaby, with a few changes, 
is also the middle movement of Community-Normed. I’ve also written a third version, for a chamber music conference in Vermont in July 
2009, with different instrumentation and adapted for amateur performers. 

Why multiple versions? Because music today is multiple. Everyone is exposed to music from multiple cultures all the time, from multiple 
time periods, and in multiple versions. DJs remix pop songs, which are available in numerous versions, and do mash-ups that intertwine 
multiple tracks in the space of a few seconds. I think this is a good way to deal with the fact that we are, for the first time in history, drowning 
in more music than anyone knows what to do with. For this reason, creating multiple versions is an important project of mine.

Musically, Jackhammer Lullaby presents a humorous musical setting of trying to fall asleep with construction going on outside the window. 

Instrumentation

•	 Flute, doubling on Piccolo
•	 Clarinet in Bb
•	 Percussion (1 performer)

•	 Snare Drum: small or medium
•	 Suspended Cymbal: medium
•	 Bell Tree
•	 Shaker: small-grain shaker, but not too small in size; possibly toy maraca
•	 Glockenspiel

•	 Piano
•	 Violin
•	 Violoncello

Notation

Accidentals are used in the conventional manner, although cautionary accidentals are added occasionally. 

The following chart demonstrates the quartertone notational system used: 

      
–3/4 –1/4 +1/4 +3/4

All other non-standard notation is explained directly in the score. 
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SCORE IN C 
(piccolo, glock. use
octave transpositions)
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Jackhammer Lullaby
Moderate q = 72

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Cymbal
Snare Drum

Piano

Violin

Violoncello

ppp

senza vib.

even, calm

ppp even, calm

fff

play very loud: drown out the rest of the ensemble

snares on

aggressive, flat

P
(mute)

ppp even, calm

una corda sempre

ppp

sul tasto sempre
senza vib.

even, calm

ppp

sul tasto sempre
senza vib.

even, calm

5

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

10 A

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

(fff)

P
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Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

B18

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

(fff)

P
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Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.
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Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

3

3
3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3
3

3
3 3

34 C

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

3 3

3 3
3 3

P

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3
3

3
3

3 3
3 3
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Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.
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Very 
Long43 D

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

solo P

mf

soli

mf aggressive, flat

3 3 5

ppp

soli

even, calm

norm., senza una corda ped.

48

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

7

E51

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3
3 3 3 3 3 3 3
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55 molto rit. F Slower q = 60

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

p

3

mf
mp
even, disinterested

3 3

p

3

mf
mp
even, disinterested

3 3

ff f

P

even, disinterested

dull thud sound: keep cymbal completely choked, play with shaft of stick

mp

3

even, disinterested

mp 3 3

3
3 3

(sul tasto)

p

3

mf
mp
even, disinterested

3 3

(sul tasto)

p

3

mf
even, disinterested
mp 3 3

G62

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

even, calm, but expressive ppp

fff aggressive, flat

P P P

3 3 5 7

ppp even, calm, but expressive

even, calm, but expressive

(sul tasto)

ppp

even, calm, but expressive

(sul tasto)

67 H

Fl.

Cl.

Cym.
S.D.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

vib.
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

even, calm, but expressive

3

ppp

3 3 3 3 3 3

P To Bell Tree, Shaker

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3
3 3 3 3 3 3 3

vib.
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

ppp

vib.
3 3 3

3
3 3 3 3
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73 molto rit.

Fl.

Cl.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp sub.
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp sub.
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp sub.
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ord.

mp sub.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp sub.

ord.

79

I a tempo q = 60

Fl.

Cl.

B.tree

Shk.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

ff mp delicate, gentle

(breathe inconspicuously as needed)

ff mp delicate, gentle

(breathe inconspicuously as needed)

brass mallet

mp
delicate, gentle

mp
swirl

ff

solo

excited, blunt

ff 5 3 3 5 3 5

ff

sul tasto, a la punta

mp delicate, gentle

ff mp

sul tasto, a la punta

delicate, gentle

82

Fl.

Cl.

B.tree

Shk.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

5

3 5
5

3 3 5 3
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84

Fl.

Cl.

B.tree

Shk.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

5 3 5 3 5 3 5 3 3

87

J Faster q = 88

Fl.

Cl.

Shk.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

mf

To Picc.

mf
To Glock.

mf determined, focused3 5
3

3 3

mf

mf
mf

ord.

determined, focused

3 3

90

Fl.

Cl.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

determined, focused

p

3 3

3 3 3
3

3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3
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Fl.

Cl.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

mf

3 5 3 3

3 5 3 3

p

ord.

determined, focused mp mf

3 3

3 5 3
3

97

Fl.

Cl.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

5
5

6

5

5 6

5

5

5
5

6

5

5

5

3

5

99

Fl.

Cl.

Glock.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

Piccolo

mf determined, focused

5

6 3

5

5

5

mf

med. mallets

determined, focused

5 5

6 6

5

5

5

5

5

6 6

5

5

5

5
6 6 5 5 5

8



101

Picc.

Cl.

Glock.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

3

5
3

33

6

5 3

3

3

6
5

3

3 6

5

3

3
3

103

Picc.

Cl.

Glock.

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

ff3
3

f
3

hard mallets

ff

3

3

ff3

3

ff
3 3

f 3
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