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About the Piece

Schizo Psycho is based entirely on material from Bernard Herrmann’s score to Alfred Hitchcock’s movie
Psycho. A 40-second clip of the movie plays repeatedly, with the ensemble providing different “person-
alities” on each repetition. All material is taken from the original score, but it is transformed in some

way to create very different musical textures.

Instrumentation

Soprano Saxophone

Alto and Baritone Saxophones
Trombone

Vibraphone and Snare Drum
Electric Guitar (drop D tuning)
Piano

Description of Video Clip

The piece employs an approximately 40-second clip from Alfred Hitchcock’s movie Psycho. The clip
starts at approximately 25 minutes into the film, in the scene when Marion is driving in the rain. The
clip begins immediately after the end of the voiceover dialogue of the thoughts running in her head,
about what her boss and her boss’s business partner will think about her stealing money from them.
The film runs until the last frame before Marion pulls into the parking lot of the Bates Motel. Cropped
correctly, the audience should never hear any speaking in the clip, nor should they see the hotel. The
entire clip is focused on Marion and what she sees through the windshield as she is driving. The music

for the clip is notated in the score, to assist with editing and alignment.

Video Performance Instructions

The video clip needs to be restarted repeatedly throughout the film. How it should align with
the ensemble is notated in the score.

N =

Start from black.

The video appears suddenly the first time it plays through, without the ensemble. The
volume of the soundtrack should be as loud as the ensemble’s fortissimo.

Fade out the soundtrack during the long, sustained notes at the end, so that when the
ensemble enters at Rehearsal A, the soundtrack has just faded out completely.

At the end of each video clip, the last frame should remain frozen on the screen, until
the clip is restarted.

Restart the video clip, with no sound playing, on the second eighth note of the second
beat of each rehearsal letter (notated in the score). Before each iteration, the snare drum
plays three notes very loudly. The video restarts in time (but muted) following the snare
drum’s last note.

Continue this process until the end of the piece. In the very last bar, cut immediately to
black on beat three.
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